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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
LYMM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  conditions  of  your  district  during  1951. 

Apart  from  a  sharp  outbreak  of  influenza  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  there  has  been  no  untoward  illness  in  the  district, 
and  the  number  of  deaths  is  practically  the  same  as  last  year. 
I  have  included  a  table  showing  the  ages  at  which  death 
occurred,  which  shows  that  more  than  half  the  deaths  took 
place  at  over  75  years  of  age.  A  marked  rise  in  the  birth  rate 
has  more  than  counteracted  the  fall  which  occurred  last  year, 
and  is  in  contrast  to  the  fall  which  has  been  noted  in  other  parts 
of  the  country. 

I  have  drawn  attention  in  the  body  of  my  report  to  the 
disturbing  fact  that  despite  the  completion  of  26  houses  during 
the  year,  the  waiting  list  is  still  increasing,  and  is  likely  to  con¬ 
tinue  so  doing.  The  Rent  Restriction  Acts  are  having  a  most 
serious  effect  on  the  maintenance  of  old  properties,  and  more 
dwelling  houses  are  becoming  dilapidated  through  lack  of  care. 
The  tenants  of  these  properties  will,  sooner  or  later,  have  to 
be  rehoused  by  the  Council. 

There  is  increasing  evidence  that  the  sewage  farms  may 
soon  prove  inadequate  for  the  purification  of  the  load  which  is 
being  thrown  upon  them.  The  shortage  of  suitable  staff  to 
maintain  the  channels  in  perfect  condition  tends  to  allow 
“poisoning”  of  the  beds,  with  the  result  that  polluted  effluent 
may  be  discharged,  especially  in  stormy  weather,  when  the  flow 
is  so  great  as  to  prevent  adequate  settling.  I  know  that  this 
problem  is  causing  some  anxiety  to  the  Surveyor,  and  there 
seems  to  be  little  possibility  of  improvement,  short  of  providing 
additional  “pre-treatment”  facilities. 

In  concluding  this  introduction  to  the  report  I  would  like 
to  express  my  gratitude  to  my  colleagues  for  their  assistance 
throughout  the  year,  and  especially  to  Mr.  Sucksmith,  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  who  has  written  most  of  that  section  of  the 
report  dealing  with  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  district. 
Finally,  I  would  like  to  thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  the  other 
members  of  the  Council  for  your  valued  interest  and  help  in 
the  work  of  the  Health  Department. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  TELFORD  BURN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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General  Statistics. 


Area  . . .  4,242  acres 

Population  (Registrar  General  estimate  mid  1951)  6,364 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  .  2,034 

Size  of  household  (average  number  of  persons 

per  house)  . . . .  3.12 

Rateable  Value  of  the  District  .  £38,646 

Value  of  a  penny  rate  .  £151 


Lymm  is  a  predominantly  agricultural  and  residential  area 
situated  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  some 
4  miles  east  of  Warrington.  There  are  no  large  industries  in 
the  neighbourhood,  salt  works  and  concrete  works  being  the 
only  heavy  industries,  and  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  work 
either  in  Warrington  or  Altrincham. 


The  residential  areas  are  grouped  around  the  old  village 
centre,  and  along  the  main  road  from  Altrincham  to  Warrington, 
and  the  road  to  Heatley.  There  is  a  pleasant  open  space  around 
the  Dam,  which  is  a  wide  expanse  of  water  well  stocked  with 
fish. 


Recently  the  Council  were  bequeathed  the  Ridgeway- 
Gran  dy  Memorial  Park,  which  is  laid  out  as  ornamental  gardens 
and  playing  fields. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Births 


Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  . . 

52 

48 

100 

Illegitimate  . 

1 

2 

3 

Total  . . . 

53 

50 

103 

Still  Births  (legitimate)  ...... 

1 

1 

Live  Birth  rate  per  1 ,000  po 

pulation 

16.2 

Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  .... 

15.5 

Deaths 

Males  38  Females 

47 

Total  85 

Death  rate  per  !  ,000  of  the  population  .  13.4 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  .  12.5 

Infantile  Mortality  (deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year)  3 

Infantile  Mortality  rate  (per  1 ,000  associated 

births)  . . .  29 


4 


Following  on  last  year’s  record  low  birth  rate,  it  is  interesting 
to  note  that  this  year  there  have  been  22  more  births,  and  that 
the  annual  birth  rate  is  above  that  for  England  and  Wales,  which 
has  shown  a  further  decline  on  last  year.  The  rise  in  the  rate 
was  nearly  30%. 

1  he  death  rate  is  again  above  the  national  average,  but 
when  corrected  to  allow  for  the  high  proportion  of  elderly 
people  in  the  District,  compares  favourably  with  that  figure. 
I  have  prepared  a  table  to  show  the  main  causes  of  death,  as 
classified  by  the  Registrar  General,  from  which  it  will  be  seen 
that  heart  diseases  again  headed  the  list  with  a  total  of  29,  while 
1 4  deaths  were  due  to  clot  on  the  brain  and  cerebral 
haemorrhage,  and  12  to  cancer.  Respiratory  diseases  accounted 
for  12  other  deaths.  In  this  table  I  have  also  shown  the  ages 
at  which  death  occurred,  from  which  it  is  noteworthy  that  no 
less  than  half  were  over  73  years  at  the  time  of  their  deaths. 

There  were  three  infants  who  died  before  reaching  their 
first  birthday,  and  in  two  of  these  cases  death  was  due  to 
conditions  which,  in  the  present  state  of  medical  knowledge, 
were  unpreventable. 


Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates  and  Infant  Mortality  Rates 


for  the  past  1 0  years  in 

Lymm 

U.D. 

:  — 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1943 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949  1950 

1951 

Birth 

Rates 

17.1 

15.1 

19.7 

16.1 

17.6 

21.3 

17.8  16.05  12.71 

16.2 

Death 

Rates 

10.8 

10.03  11.3 

15.4 

11.7 

13.5 

1 1.0  12.15  13.18 

13.4 

Inf.  Mort. 
Rates  19 

44.9 

25.4 

64.5 

44.4 

61 

61.9 

9.93  49.0 

29 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Only  14  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  during  the 
year,  but  it  is  almost  certain  that  many  other  cases  of  notifiable 
disease  did  occur  but  were  not  reported  to  the  Authority.  The 
notified  cases  included  12  of  scarlet  fever,  1  of  meningococcal 
septicaemia,  and  1  of  measles  with  pneumonia. 

New  regulations  concerned  with  the  notification  of  Leprosy 
and  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  issued  during  the  year.  The  former 
of  these  has  established  a  new  practice,  in  that  the  notification 
is  made  direct  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  bye-passing  the  Local 
Authority.  Such  action  is  stated  to  be  necessary  to  maintain 
secrecy  with  respect  to  this  distressing  complaint.  I  consider 
that  such  an  imputation  of  lack  of  trust  in  the  staffsl  of  Local 
Authorities  is  thoroughly  unjustified. 
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AGE  AND  CAUSE  OF  DEATH 


1 

CAUSE 

Sex 

1 

°-i 

l 

1-4 

1 

1  1  1  1 

5-14 1 1 5-24 1 25-44 1 45-64 1 

1  1  1  1 

65-74 

1 

75+| 

1 

TOTAL 

l 

Tuberculosis 

M 

F 

_  j 

(Respiratory)  .  j 

F 

1 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm 

M 

1 

s 

1 

1 

2 

Stomach  . 

F 

1 

1  i 

3 

Lung  and  Bronchus 

M 

2 

2 

F 

— ■ 

2 

Breast  . 

M 

1 

1 

F 

1  1 

1 

1 

Other  Sites . 

M 

1 

1 

F 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

6 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the 

M 

1 

7 

8 

Nervous  System 

F 

1 

5 

6 

14 

Coronary  Disease . 

M 

• 

3 

1 

2 

6 

F 

1 

4 

5 

1 1 

Hypertensive  Heart 

M 

1 

1 

_ 

Disease  . 

F 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Heart  Diseases  ... 

M 

1 

1  1 

1 

2 

4 

F 

1 

2 

10 

13 

17 

Other  Circulatory 

M 

1 

1 

_ 

Diseases  . 

F 

1 

1 

1 

Influenza  . 

M 

1 

1 

1 

F 

2 

2 

3 

Pneumonia  . 

M 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

F 

1 

1 

5 

Bronchitis  . 

M 

1 

1 

1 

1 

F 

3 

3 

4 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and 

M 

__ 

Diarrhoea  . 

F 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  . 

M 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

F 

1 

1 

2 

4 

9 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

M 

1 

1 

1 

F 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Accidents  . 

M 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

3 

F 

1 

1 

4 

TOTAL  . 

M 

1 

1 

1 

2 

10 

5 

18 

38 

F 

2 

1 

4 

1 

13 

26 

47 

85 

TOTAL  . 

3 

1 

1 

1 

6 

11 

18 

44 

85 

85 
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Tuberculosis. 

No  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year, 
but  the  one  person  who  died  from  the  respiratory  form  of  the 
disease  had  not  previously  been  notified. 

There  were  29  persons  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year 
compared  with  34  in  December,  1950.  *  Of  these  18  were 
respiratory  cases  and  I  1  were  non-respiratory. 

HOUSING. 

During  the  year  the  Council  completed  22  houses,  and  4 
flats  which  now  brings  the  total  number  of  Council  houses  to 
379.  There  were  no  houses  completed  by  private  enterprise. 

Despite  the  increase  in  the  number  of  dwellings,  the  waiting 
list  of  applicants  for  tenancy  of  Council  houses  has  risen  from 
180  to  213  during  the  year. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  deplorable  condition  of  some  pro¬ 
perties  makes  it  essential  that  the  occupants  should  be  rehoused 
as  soon  as  possible.  This  will  swell  the  list  still  further,  and  if 
these  properties  are  treated  as  clearance  areas,  the  Council  will 
not  only  have  the  moral  obligation  to  rehouse  the  occupants,  but 
are  legally  bound  to  do  so.  The  number  of  properties  in  this 
category  is  certain  to  rise  because  of  the  fact  that  many  houses 
are  let  at  controlled  rentals  which  are  so  low  that  reasonable 
maintenance  is  an  economic  impossibility,  and  only  emergency 
repairs  are  being  carried  out. 

This  means  that  the  housing  problem  is  one  of  the  most 
serious  we  have  to  face  in  considering  the  health  of  the  people, 
and  it  is  likely  to  remain  so  for  many  years,  despite  all  that  it  is 
possible  for  the  Local  Authority  to  do. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

Local  Health  Authority  Services. 

These  are  provided  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council,  and 
are  enumerated  and  described  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Report. 

Hospital  Accommodation. 

General  hospital  accommodation  is  provided  by  the 
Warrington  General  Hospital  and  the  Altrincham  General 
Hospital,  while  a  few  special  cases  are  admitted  to  the 
Manchester  hospitals. 

Infectious  diseases  are  mostly  accommodated  at  the 
Warrington  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 
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Laboratory  Services. 

These  are  provided  at  the  Regional  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tory,  Monsall  Hospital,  Manchester.  A  collection  service  is 
available,  specimens  being  left  at  the  Council  Offices,  whence 
they  are  taken  to  Altrincham  and  picked  up  by  the  Laboratory 
each  afternoon. 

H  * 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

Water  is  supplied  direct  from  the  Authority’s  own  Artesian 
Wells  which  fortunately  are  not  subject  to  seasonal  variation 
and  give  a  plentiful  supply. 

Samples  of  water  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratories  for  bacteriological  examination,  and  it  was 
found  that  the  water  delivered  by  one  pump  was  not  up  to 
standard.  1  hanks  to  the  efforts  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Water 
Committee  and  the  Water  Engineer,  this  was  quickly  remedied 
and  subsequent  periodical  sampling  has  shown  that  the  water 
is  now  well  up  to  standard. 

Chlorination  of  the  water  supply  was  commenced  to  safe¬ 
guard  against  the  effects  of  any  possible  future  pollution. 

Litter. 

The  indiscriminate  deposit  of  litter  on  the  streets  is  becoming 
a  problem,  particularly  around  bus-stops,  fish  and  chip  shops 
and  ice-cream  shops.  T  he  co-operation  of  the  public  would 
result  in  cleaner  streets,  and  also  effect  a  considerable  saving 
of  the  money  which  is  expended  in  removing  litter. 

Public  Conveniences. 

The  public  conveniences  in  the  village  are  cleaned  every 
morning,  but  in  the  summer  months  complaints  are  often 
received  in  the  afternoon  of  the  dirty  condition  of  the  con¬ 
veniences  due  to  ill  usage.  There  has  been  considerable  damage 
done,  particularly  to  the  locks. 

Food  Hygiene. 

The  standard  of  hygiene  amongst  food  handlers  is  good, 
but  there  is  still  room  for  improvement  in  some  instances.  The 
remedy  lies  in  the  hands  of  the  housewives  who,  by  discrimi¬ 
nate  shopping,  could  achieve  in  a  very  short  time  what  has  been 
attempted  by  guidance. 

Rodent  Control. 

Private  dwellings  are  given  a  free  service,  but  treatments 
at  trade  premises!  are  carried  out  on  a  repayment  of  cost  basis. 

The  refuse  tip  and  sewage  farms  were  kept  under  obser¬ 
vation  and  treated  as  required. 
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1  he  sewers  were  given  two  maintenance  treatments  based 
on  the  findings  of  a  10%  test  bait  over  the  whole  system. 

Housing  Repairs. 

Many  visits  were  made  during  the  year  for  the  purpose  of 
inspection  of  properties,  and  in  all  instances  where  defects  were 
found  to  exist  notices  were  served.  Without  fail  the  notices 
resulted  in  improvements  or  repairs  being  carried  out. 

Property  is  still  deteriorating  more  rapidly  than  necessary, 
owing  to  the  lack  of  proper  maintenance  work.  The  majority 
of  owners  are  still  only  doing  repairs  when  called  upon  to  do 
so,  owing  to  the  too  low  rents  in  comparison  to  the  present  day 
cost  of  repairs. 

Schools. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  is  as  good  as  can  be 
expected  considering  the  overcrowded  conditions  and  the  age 
of  the  buildings. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

No  visits  have  been  made  to  farms  as  the  conditions  are 
now  the  responsibility  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  and  so  I  am  unable  to  report  on  such  premises. 

Ice-Cream. 

There  are  19  shops  in  the  area  registered  for  the  sale  of 
ice-cream,  only  one  of  which  sells  unwrapped  ice-cream.  The 
public  has  become  more  discerning  in  its  choice  of  ice-cream, 
and  this  has  been  responsible  for  a  rapid  change  over  the  last 
few)  years  regarding  quality  and  hygiene. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

The  Statham  and  Sow-Brook  sewage  Farms  still  deal  with 
the  major  part  of  the  sewage  from  the  area.  Unforutnately 
neither  farm  is  working  at  maximum  efficiency  owing  to  lack 
of  labour  for  cleaning  out  the  channels  and  excess  vegetation 
which  not  only  chokes  the  channels,  but  also  makes  access 
for  cleaning  rather  difficult. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

The  whole  of  the  District  with  the  exception  of  37  houses 
is  served  by  a  water  carriage  system.  In  these  cases  pail  closets 
are  used,  most  of  which  are  emptied  by  the  scavengers,  the 
contents  of  the  others  being  emptied  and  disposed  of  by  the 
occupiers  of  the  premises  served.  There  is  little  likelihood  of 
the  figures  being  reduced  owing  to  the  situation  of  the  houses 
concerned. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  collection  of  trade  refuse  and  domestic  waste  and  the 
sweeping  of  streets  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  through  the 
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Surveyor’s  department,  in  this  connection  a  problem  which  is 
becoming  a  serious  nuisance  is  the  fouling  of  footpaths  by  dogs. 
It  is  not  unreasonable  to  expect  dog  owners  to  do  all  in  their 
power  to  mitigate  this  nuisance,  but  if  such  voluntary  co-opera¬ 
tion  is  not  forthcoming  it  may  be  necessary  to  adopt  Byelaws 
to  deal  with  the  problem. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

There  is  no  slaughtering  carried  on  in  the  district  at  present, 
all  meat  coming  from  the  central  abattoirs  where  post-mortem 
inspection  is  carried  out. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  voluntarily  surrendered  as 
being  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


Pigs  Feet  . . . 

. .  100 

lbs. 

Boiled  Flam  . . 

. .  87 

lbs. 

Tripe  . . . . . . 

.  60 

lbs. 

Minced  Beef  Loaf  . . 

. .  1 

tin 

Corned  Beef  . . . . 

............  1 

tin 

Garden  Peas  . . . 

. .  2 

tins 

Sugar  . . . ........... _ _ _ _ 

.  1  \ 

lbs. 

Beef  ... _ ........... . . . . 

. .  4 

lbs. 

Bacon  . . . . . 

. .  15 

ozs. 

Cheese  . . . . . . . 

.  1 

lb. 

Loaf  . . . . . ...... 

. .  1 

Blackcurrants  . . . 

. .  2 

lbs. 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat  . . 

............  1 

tin 

Peaches  . . . . 

. .  1 

jar 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Stacey  Hallard  (Chief  Inspector 
Weights  and  Measures,  Cheshire  County  Council),  for  the 
following  particulars  of  samples  taken  in  the  District  during 
1951;  I  think  the  report  is  very  satisfactory.  It  is  as  follows  :  — 

Boracic  Ointment 

Cheese  . 

F  ruit  Pectin  ..... 

Fish  Paste  . 

Ice-cream  . 

Jelly  Crystals  . 

Mint  in  Vinegar  .. 

Milk  . 

Pepper  . 

Salt,  Iodised  . 

Vinegar  . 

21  1 


No.  Not  up  to  Standard 
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Particulars  of  Non-Standard  Samples. 

Contained  29%  less  iodine  than  declared  on  the  label  on 
the  packet. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  AND  BUILDING 


INSPECTOR’S  VISITS. 

Water  Supply  .  27 

Drainage  .  62 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  .  1 

Bake-houses  .  7 

Refuse  Collection  .  12 

Refuse  Disposal  . .> .  9 

Rats  and  Mice  .  173 

Schools  .  1 

Miscellaneous  and  Sanitary  Visits  .  32 

Visits  for  Purpose  of  Building  Inspection, 
including  inspection  for  the  issue  of 
licences  under  Civil  Building  Control  .  116 

Visits  to  Council  Properties  . 986 

Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts  103 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  .  212 

Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts  .  8 

Houses  inspected  for  overcrowding  .  3 

Houses  inspected  for  vermin  .  6 

Inquiries  in  case  of  Infectious  Diseases  .  11 

Visits  re  Disinfection  .  10 

Shops  and  Stalls  .  21 

Butchers  .  8 

Grocers  . 5 

Ice-Cream  Premises  .  4 

Food  Preparing  Premises  .  10 

Restaurants  .  10 
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APPENDIX. 


CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 
SALE  AND  LYMM  DIVISIONAL  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

This  report  on  the  provision  of  the  Local  Health  Authority 
Services  in  the  Urban  District  of  Lymm,  and  the  work  of  the 
Divisional  Health  Committee  is  extracted  from  the  Third  Annual 
Report  of  the  Committee,  presented  in  March,  1952. 
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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  third  annual  report  on  the 
County  Health  Services  provided  in  the  Sale  and  Lymm  Division. 

I  am  indebted  to  your  Clerk,  Mr.  Bertram  Finch,  for  a 
foreword  outlining  the  general  work  of  the  Committee  itself, 
and  I  have  confined  my  report  to  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
staff  of  the  County  Health  Services. 

It  has  not  been  possible  to  make  any  great  extension  to 
the  work  during  the  year,  because  of  financial  limitations  but 
every  effort  has  been  made  to  maintain  all  the  essential  services 
at  their  previous  levels  by  strict  attention  to  economy. 

1  he  ambulance  service  seems  to  have  reached  its  peak  so 
far  as  mileage  is  concerned,  and  with  the  provision  of  another 
new  vehicle  anxiety  as  to  the  efficiency  of  the  service  is  greatly 
allayed. 

Once  again  there  has  been  a  gratifying  response  to  the 
vaccination  and  immunisation  schemes  despite  the  setback 
occasioned  in  1950  by  the  suggestion  that  immunisation  increased 
the  risk  of  poliomyelitis.  This  setback  affected  us  once  again 
during  the  summer  of  this  year  but  constant  talks  with  parents 
have  helped  to  overcome  the  fear,  and  the  figures  are  again 
improving. 

I  am  deeply  grateful  to  all  my  colleagues  in  the  Health 
Service,  Health  Visitors,  Home  Nurses  and  Domestic  Helps  as 
well  as  to  the  staff  of  the  Divisional  Office  for  the  unwearying 
assistance  they  give  to  all  who  take  advantage  of  the  services 
provided.  I  would  like  to  express  my  thanks  also  to  the 
Voluntary  Workers  who  give  so  freely  of  their  time  at  the 
Welfare  Centres. 

Finally  I  would  like  to  thank  you  Mr.  Chairman  and  all 
the  Members  of  the  Committee  for  your  advice  and  helpful 
co-operation  which  has  been  invaluable  to  me. 

I  beg  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  TELFORD  BURN, 

Divisional  Medical  Officer. 
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SALE  AND  LYMM  DIVISIONAL  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE 
for  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1931. 


Foreword  by  The  Cleri i  to  the  Committee. 

The  accompanying  Report  prepared  by  the  Divisional 
Medical  Officer  upon  the  work  of  the  Committee  during  1951 
has  been  written  at  a  time  when  the  triennial  period  of  office 
of  the  Committee,  as  at  present  constituted,  is  drawing  to  its 
close.  It  is  therefore  appropriate  to  look  back  not  only  over 
the  past  year,  but  also  to  some  extent  at  the  progress  which 
has  been  made  since  the  inception  of  the  Committee  at  its 
inaugural  meeting  on  the  27th  May,  1948. 

It  is  also  fitting  to  mention  that  the  Report  is  being 
completed  at  a  time  when  the  mind  of  the  whole  Country  is 
preoccupied  with  considerations  of  national  finance,  and  as  a 
corollary  the  economical  and  efficient  administration  of  all  the 
public  services.  If  all  such  services  could  be  subject  to  the 
same  careful  but  understanding  scrutiny  by  elected  and  other 
public  representatives  as  are  the  services  administered  by 
Divisional  Health  Committees  and  similar  bodies,  there  would 
doubtless  not  only  be  a  far  greater  degree  of  proper  economy, 
in  its  true  sense,  but  also  a  fuller  appreciation  of  the  invaluable 
services  provided  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  and  particularly 
for  those  in  need.  It  has  on  occasion  been  suggested  in  some 
quarters  that  Members  of  Divisional  Health  Committees  are 
perhaps  wasting  their  time  and  that  they  are  not  fulfilling 
(through  no  fault  of  their  own)  the  high  hopes  of  fuller  and 
better  services  which  so  many  people  envisaged  with  the  coming 
into  operation  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  in  1948.  1  his, 
however,  is  far  from  true,  and  only  betrays  a  lack  of  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  the  invaluable  work  done  by  Members  of  this  and  similar 
bodies  in  watching  over  the  day-to-day  affairs  of  the  local  health 
services  and  by  putting  forward  suggestions  and  constructive 
criticisms  of  the  wider  aspects  of  the  National  Health  Service. 
Indeed  most  of  the  public  little  realise  or  appreciate  the  care 
and  knowledge  of  public  affairs  and  administration,  and  also 
the  vast  amount  of  time  which,  in  the  aggregate,  public  repre¬ 
sentatives  give  up  so  freely  and  so  willingly,  often  at  much 
personal  inconvenience  and  even  expense  to  themselves. 
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I  hroughout  the  past  year  attendances  at  meetings  of  the 
Committee  and  its  Sub-Committees  have  again  been  well 
maintained,  and  although  there  have  been  no  momentous 
matters  before  the  Committee,  the  year  has  once  again  been 
one  of  steady  progress  and  careful  administration  of  the  services 
under  the  care  of  the  Committee.  The  present  emphasis  on 
national  finance  and  economy  generally  has  been  reflected,  as 
it  were  retrospectively,  in  the  deliberations  of  the  Committee 
throughout  the  year  when,  as  always,  Members  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  have  been  concerned  that  whatever  expenditure  is  being 
incurred  has  been  quite  necessary  and  further  more  that  the 
fullest  value  is  being  derived  from  the  manpower  and  equipment 
so  provided  and  that  essential  services  remain  unimpaired.  The 
Committee  have  recently  drawn  attention  once  again  to  the 
fact  that  its  Members,  as  local  representatives,  cannot  fully 
participate  in  the  management  of  the  Local  Health  Services 
unless  they  are  better  informed  as  to  the  financial  provision  for, 
and  current  spending  on,  the  different  aspects  of  the  Committee’s 
work.  There  are  however  signs  that  the  difficulties  which  have 
hitherto  prevented  this  are  gradually  being  overcome,  as 
witness  the  two  comparative  reports  and  analyses  prepared  by 
the  County  Treasurer  during  the  year  spotlighting  the  cost  of 
the  Ambulance  Service  over  the  County  in  each  Division,  and 
similarly  the  Day  Nursery  service. 

This  careful  scrutiny  of  expenditure  has  led  to  some 
reduction  of  staffing  in  the  Day  Nursery,  by  the  process  of  not 
filling  certain  vacancies  as  they  have  arisen;  and  also  to  a 
recommendation  going  forward  from  the  Divisional  Committee 
urging  that  legislation  should  be  brought  in  to  enable  the  Com¬ 
mittee  to  charge,  in  appropriate  cases,  something  more  than 
the  mere  cost  of  food  supplied  to  children  attending  the  Nursery, 
and  so  relieve  the  public  purse  of  the  cost  of  maintaining  the 
children  of  mothers  or  parents  who  are  in  a  position  to  pay 
more  than  this  fragment  of  total  cost.  It  is  gratifying  to  find 
that  there  is  now  a  probability  of  such  a  sensible  proposal  being 
adopted  in  the  near  future. 

During  the  year  a  tender  was  accepted  for  the  erection  of 
the  much-needed  new  ambulance  depot  at  Sale  and  although 
actual  work  has  not  yet  begun  owing  to  certain  legal  difficulties 
(now  being  resolved),  construction  should  start  shortly. 

One  disappointment  sustained  by  the  Committee  during 
the  year  was  the  refusal  of  the  County  Staffing  and  Salaries 
Committee  to  concur  in  the  appointment  of  a  part-time  occupa¬ 
tional  therapist  such  as  is  employed  in  a  neighbouring  division. 
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The  Committee  will  doubtless  wish  to  make  further  represen¬ 
tations  as  to  this  at  a  later  stage. 

Once  again  the  Committee  have  been  glad  to  have  the 
invaluable  collaboration  of  various  voluntary  bodies  working 
within  the  area  including  those  who  have  participated  in  joint 
discussions  on  the  care  of  sick  and  aged  persons. 

In  June,  Alderman  W.  A.  Costello  retired  in  accordance 
with  standing  orders  from  the  Chairmanship  of  the  Committee 
which  he  had  occupied  with  distinction,  and  the  Committee 
placed  on  record  their  warm  appreciation  of  his  excellent 
services  in  that  capacity  during  the  initial  triennial  period,  and 
for  the  deep  and  painstaking  interest  which  he  has  always 
shown  in  all  spheres  of  the  Committee’s  work.  Councillor 
Major  D.  E.  Impe,  of  Lymm,  was  unanimously  elected  to 
succeed  Alderman  Costello;  and  the  Committee  are  indebted 
to  him  for  his  most  capable  and  friendly  offices  both  as  Chairman 
and  formerly  as  Deputy  Chairman.  Councillor  Bethell  who  has 
also  been  Chairman  of  the  Ambulance  Sub-Committee  was 
elected  as  Deputy  Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

Once  again  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  and  the  Clerk 
to  the  Committee  are  grateful  to  the  Chairmen  and  Deputy 
Chairmen  of  the  Committee  and  various  Sub-Committees  who 
have  always  been  so  readily  available  for  consultation  through¬ 
out  the  year,  and  to  all  other  Members  for  their  continued 
interest  and  collaboration  in  the  work  of  the  Division. 

The  Clerk  also  wishes  to  record  the  most  pleasant  colla¬ 
boration  which  he  has  once  again  enjoyed  in  working  with  the 
Divisional  Medical  Officer  and  the  members  of  his  staff,  and 
also  with  the  Deputy  County  Medical  Officer,  whose  advice 
and  guidance  are  always  greatly  appreciated  at  the  monthly 
meetings  of  the  Committee;  and  also  to  Mr.  H.  Dickinson  whose 
intimate  knowledge  of  Divisional  Health  work,  coupled  with 
his  well  recognised  ability,  make  him  an  invaluable  assistant 
to  the  Clerk. 

BERTRAM  FINCH, 

Cler\  to  the  Committee. 
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REPORT  ON  THE  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 
SERVICES  IN  THE  DIVISION. 


Health  Centres. 

It  has  still  proved  impossible  to  proceed  with  plans  for  a 
Health  Centre  at  Sale,  and  in  view  of  the  limitations  on  expen¬ 
diture  it  is  unlikely  that  the  project  can  be  considered  for  some 
years  to  come. 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

(a)  Mothers  Clinics. —  There  are  no  ante-natal  or  post-natal 
clinics  held  in  Lymm. 

(b)  Child  Welfare  Clinics. — There  is  a  Child  Welfare  Centre 
at  29  Eagle  Brow,  Lymm,  at  which  sessions  are  held  each 
Tuesday  at  2  p.m.  The  clinics  are  attended  by  Local  Practi¬ 
tioners  on  a  rota  basis. 

Once  again  I  would  like  to  pay  my  tribute  to  the  work 
of  the  Health  Visitor,  who  sees  all  mothers  attending  the  centre, 
and  gives  them  appropriate  advice,  and  also  to  the  ladies  of 
the  Voluntary  Committee  who  do  such  admirable  ancillary  work 
and  gives  them  appropriate  advice,  and  also  to  the  ladies  of  the 
Voluntary  Committee  who  do  such  admirable  ancillary  work 
as  the  registration  and  weighing  of  the  children,  and  the  sale 
of  the  welfare  foods. 

The  attendances  during  the  year  have  been  : 

New  Cases  Doctor’s  Consultations  Total  Attendances 

123  548  1,979 

In  addition,  six  children  made  a  total  of  15  visits  to  the 
special  ophthalmic  clinic. 

Midwifery  Services. 

There  is  one  midwife  in  Lymm  who  works  under  the  direct 
administrative  control  ,pf  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  who 
acts  both  as  midwife  (when  she  is  in  sole  charge  of  the  case) 
or  as  a  maternity  nurse  (when  a  medical  practitioner  is  in  charge 
of  the  case,  and  she  works  under  his  direction). 

Cases  Attended. 

As  midwife  .  29 

As  maternity  nurse  .  8 
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Health  Visiting. 

The  Health  Visitor  at  Lymm  resigned  during  the  year, 
following  her  marriage,  and  the  work  is  being  done  by  the 
Visitor  from  the  adjacent  area  of  the  Runcorn  Division  who 
lives  at  the  Welfare  Centre  at  Eagle  Brow. 

As  a  result  it  has  not  been  possible  to  maintain  the  high 
standard  of  visiting  which  has  been  customary,  but  it  is  hoped 
that  a  permanent  appointment  will  soon  be  made,  so  that  the 
work,  which  is  of  such  great  importance  to  the  health  of  the 
infants,  will  once  again  be  fully  effective. 


Home  Nursing. 

The  Home  Nursing  Service  is  controlled  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer  and  the  nurse  attends  at  the  request  of  the 
general  practitioner  in  charge  of  the  case.  The  Lymm  nurse 
attended  217  cases  during  the  year  making  a  total  of  4,365  visits. 


Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

The  services  provided  under  this  heading  consist  of  vacci¬ 
nation  against  smallpox  and  immunisation  against  diphtheria 
and  whooping  cough.  These  protective  inoculations  can  be 
given  either  by  the  patient’s  general  practitioner  or  at  clinics 
held  at  the  Welfare  Centre. 

During  1950  certain  reports  published  with  the  approval  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health  indicated  that  there  was  some  relation¬ 
ship  between  immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  whooping 
cough  and  the  onset  of  the  severe  paralytic  form  of  poliomyelitis. 
To  avoid  this  alleged  risk  immunisation  clinics  were  closed  from 
June  to  September,  and  the  result  has  been  to  produce  a  measure 
of  opposition  to  immunisation  procedures.  Despite  publicity 
showing  that  the  risk  of  poliomyelitis  was  negligible  compared 
with  the  risk  of  diphtheria,  and  the  high  mortality  of  whooping 
cough  in  young  children,  this  opposition  has  continued,  and 
increased  efforts  have  had  to  be  made  to  persuade  parents  of 
the  importance  of  immunisation.  Certainly  more  direct  refusals 
have  been  received.  There  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that  the  only 
way  of  overcoming  the  apprehension  of  parents  is  by  direct 
individual  approach  by  Health  Visitors  and  Doctors  at  the 
clinics  and  in  the  homes  and  this  is  much  more  valuable  than 
Press  or  other  general  forms  of  publicity. 
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The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  children  known 
to  have  been  protected  in  Lymm  during  the  year. 


Smallpox 

Diphtheria 

Whoop’g 

Cough 

Primary 

Vaccina¬ 

tion 

Re- 

Vaccina¬ 

tion 

Primary 

Immuni¬ 

sation 

Re- 

Immuni¬ 

sation 

Pre-School  Children 

36 

44 

— 

36 

School  Children  . 

— 

— 

3 

4 

— 

Adults  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . 

37 

47 

4 

36 

Ambulance  Service. 

The  total  mileage  travelled  by  the  Divisional  Ambulances 
during  the  year  was  65,172,  practically  the  same  as  last  year 
although  there  was  an  increase  of  about  600'  in  the  number  of 
calls  which  totalled  9,251.  Only  825  of  these  calls  were  of  an 
urgent  nature  the  remainder  being  cases  requiring  medical  and 
surgical  out-patient  treatment  or  admissions  to  hospital  for  non¬ 
urgent  conditions. 

7,816  miles  were  covered  in  assisting  the  Altrincham 
Divisional  Ambulance  Service,  mainly  in  the  Carrington  and 
Partington  areas,  while  that  service,  together  with  the  Warrington 
Corporation  Ambulances  looked  after  calls  in  Lymm  to  the 
extent  of  8,772  miles.  In  addition  the  Hospital  Car  Service 
carried  out  32  journeys  involving  884  miles  while  assisting  this 
Division. 

Every  endeavour  has  been  made  to  prevent  abuse  of  the 
service,  and  to  maintain  it  at  the  most  economical  level,  subject 
only  to  the  provision  of  adequate  availability  at  all  times. 
Despite  all  efforts  the  cost  has  risen  to  approximately  £9,000. 

Dtiring  the  year  delivery  was  made  of  a  new  Bedford 
Ambulance,  which  has  enabled  us  to  dispose  of,  or  transfer  to 
Civil  Defence  reserve,  all  our  pre-war  vehicles.  The  sitting 
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case  car  was  sold  in  an  unserviceable  condition  and  delivery 
of  a  replacement  was  awaited  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  has 
since  been  made. 

Tenders  have  been  accepted  for  the  new  Ambulance 
Station  which  is  to  be  built  at  Sale,  but  work  has  been  held 
up  pending  a  starting  date  from  the  Ministry  of  Health.  In 
the  meantime  the  ambulances  are  housed  in  the  Drill  Hall  which 
is  near  the  existing  Ambulance  Station. 


Summary  of  Journeys. 


Calls 

Journeys 

Mileage 

Divisional  Ambulance  Service  . 

9251 

5171 

65,172 

Altrincham  Divisional  Ambulance  Service 

— 

259 

5,847 

Warrington  Ambulance  Service  . 

— 

172 

2,925 

Hospital  Car  Service  . 

— 

32 

884 

Prevention,  Care  and  After-Care. 

1  his  most  important  section  of  the  work  of  the  Divisional 
Health  Committee  has  continued  to  expand  during  the  year. 

The  main  portion  of  this  work  concerned  the  welfare  of 
persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  and  the  members  of  their 
families.  Many  of  these  persons  will  not  agree  to  their  condition 
being  referred  to  the  Committee,  but  such  assistance  as  can 
be  provided  is  readily  given  both  by  the  staff  of  the  Divisional 
Health  Office  and  the  Health  Visitors.  In  particular  sputum 
flasks,  paper  handkerchiefs  and  other  nursing  aids  are  available 
on  request. 

Prevention  of  tuberculosis  depends  on  early  identification 
of  the  disease,  and  to  this  end  the  Mass  Miniature  Radiography 
Unit  was  stationed  in  Altrincham  during  April,  May  and  June, 
and  a  large  number  of  persons  resident  in  the  Divisional  Area 
were  examined.  Several  new  cases  were  diagnosed  and  treat¬ 
ment  instituted  in  all  of  them.  Another  important  factor  in  the 
prevention  of  this  disease  is  the  immunisation  of  susceptible 
children  and.  young  adults  with  B.C.G.  The  main  effect  of 
this  is  to  prevent  cases  of  tuberculosis  meningitis  in  child  con¬ 
tacts.  To  this  end  many  such  children  have  been  tested  and 
some  have  now  been  given  the  B.C.G.  injections.  Further 
cases  are  being  selected  for  such  treatment,  the  material  for 
which  is  obtained  from  Denmark  through  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
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The  following  table  summarises  the  persons  under  super¬ 
vision  in  accordance  with  this  section  whose  names  are  on  the 
tuberculosis  register. 


Lymm. 


MALES  FEMALES 

Pulm.  Non-Pulm.  Pulm.  Non-Plum  Total 


On  register  1st  Januarj/,  1951  .  16 

Added  to  Register  .  1 

Removed  from  Register  .  3 

Remaining  on  Register  31st  Dec.,  1951  14 

Admitted  to  Sanatoria  during  year  ...  — 

Discharged  from  Sanatoria  during  year  — 


5  8  5  34 

1116 

4  7  4  29 


In  addition  to  the  provision  of  sputum  flasks  for  tuberculosis 
patients,  a  supply  of  nursing  requisites  for  all  types  of  illness 
such  as  mackintosh  sheeting,  bed  rests,  bedpans,  etc.,  is  main¬ 
tained.  These  are  available  on  loan  against  payment  of  a 
deposit  and  a  loan  charge  to  any  cases  which  may  require  them. 
In  addition  wheel  chairs  can  be  loaned  to  cripples  to  enable 
them  to  be  taken  out  by  their  family. 


Convalescent  treatment  was  provided  with  the  assistance 
of  the  Committee  in  five  cases,  in  these  cases  vacancies  were 
obtained  at  the  convalescent  homes,  and  where  economic 
circumstances  required  financial  assistance  was  also  given. 


Hopes  of  instituting  an  Occupational  Therapy  service  in 
the  Division  were  dashed  when  the  Committee’s  recommenda¬ 
tion  that  an  instructor  should  be  appointed  were  turned  down 
by  the  County  Council  on  financial  grounds,  although  the  need 
for  the  service  was  acknowledged  by  the  County  Health 
Committee. 


Domestic  Helps. 

1  his  service  has  proved  of  great  value  during  the  year. 

The  Domestic  Helps  go  into  the  home  when  the  mother 
is  incapacitated  by  ill-health,  or  child  birth,  and  take  over  the 
whole  running  of  the  home,  cleaning  up,  cooking,  shopping, 
and  looking  after  the  children.  Payment  for  the  service  is  made 
according  to  the  financial  circumstances  of  the  recipient,  but 
in  one  or  two  exceptional  cases  a  reduction  has  been  made  by 
the  Committee. 
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Health  Education. 


Health  education  has  continued  during  the  year  with 
lectures  given  by  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  to  organisations 
and  groups  of  interested  persons.  Posters  and  leaflets  have 
been  displayed  at  the  Welfare  Centres  and  elsewhere.  The 
main  work  of  Health  Education,  however,  is  carried  out  by  the 
Health  Visitors  and  the  Doctors  at  the  Welfare  Centres.  I  here 
is  no  doubt  that  the  most  effective  way  of  educating  parents 
is  by  personal  conversation.  They  can  disregard  letters  and 
posters,  and  stay  away  from  lectures,  but  when  tackled  indivi¬ 
dually,  either  in  their  homes,  or  in  the  centres,  they  must  listen 
and  are  bound  to  absorb  some  of  the  advice  given  to  them. 
Their  response  to  this  advice  is  most  gratifying  in  the  vast 
majority  of  cases,  and  this  alone  proved  the  value  of  the  personal 
approach. 

The  Divisional  Medical  Officer,  and  members  of  the  Health 
Visiting  and  Nursing  Staffs  attended  courses  on  Health  Educa¬ 
tion  during  the  year. 
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